PLAYING SHAKESPEARE
WITH DEUTSCHE BANK

SUSAN ELKIN'S 5 TOP TIPS

WRITING A REVIEW

1. Write your review as soon as possible after you’ve seen the
production! Susan usually writes hers on the train around 30mins
after seeing it. It is sometimes also worth waiting a day or so
after you’ve written it to go back and edit it if you want.

2. Don’t worry about the language in the play. In the hands of a
good director and acting company you’ll understand the story
without having to understand every word.

3. Don’t sit and mentally translate the language. Let it wash over
you and you will pick up the meaning as you go along, it’s easier
to understand if you are relaxed rather than tense and thinking
about it too much.

4. Ask yourself what the extra parts of a production add - be it
music, set, and in other theatres, lighting. Does it add anything
in a positive or negative way? Does it enhance or distract from
the story?

5. Keep it short. There is no advantage to writing a very long review
of a play. Most of Susan’s reviews are 200 words - or if it is a
special production then 250 words. Keeping it short means your
review says precisely what you want to say without waffling.
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